The Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of Environmental Protection between the U.S. and U.S.S.R. is aimed at addressing the most important aspects of problems of the environment, including the study of pollution and its effects on life. A number of agencies participate in this Agreement which is under the general direction of the Administrator, EPA. The Director, NIEHS, serves as HEW representative to the agreement and as cochairman of the working group for one of its areas, the Biological and Genetic Effects of Pollution. Effort in this area has been focused on the mutagenic potential of environmental contaminants, the toxic effects of heavy metals in the environment, and the potential environmental health hazards associated with the extraction, processing and utilization of oil from shale.
During 1977, program activity under this agreement consisted of the third joint workshop on Basic and Practical Approaches to Environmental Mutagenesis and Carcinogenesis held in San Francisco, and the first joint workshop on Health Effects of Oil Shale Development, held in Denver, Colorado.
Energy-Related Research
As part of the high priority accorded by the Federal Government to solving the energy problems facing the nation, the Director and staff of NIEHS are involved in a variety of activities to elucidate the potential adverse health impacts of energy techEnvironmental Health Perspectivesnologies.
During the summer and fall of 1974, an OMB/ CEQ task met to identify needed research on the potential adverse health and environmental problems associated with energy use. As part of the report of the Interagency Working Group on Health and Environmental Effects of Energy Use published in November, 1974, the Health Sub-Group, co-chaired by the Director, NIEHS, recommended that research be pursued in several areas. As a result of the work of this task force, NIEHS was assigned the responsibility, and given additional funds, to develop research programs to address a number of important energy-related questions, including the development of physiological indicators to estimate damage to man; the determination of mechanisms of incorporation, metabolism, deposition, and turnover of hazardous agents; the determination of the relationship of metabolism and fate and the toxicology of particulates and organic compounds; the determination of the dose-effect relations for physiologica effects and for mutagenic agents; the development and testing of test models for extrapolation of cellular and animal data to man; the identification of damage to cells and cell components; and the determination of immediate and long-term effects of critical pollutants on selected ecosystems and organisms in the marine environment. 
